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The state requires counties to submit an annual performance dashboard. The dashboard uses statistical 
information to determine how the county is performing with key economic and other indicators of conditions. 
In addition to this summary additional dashboard graphs are attached. Color denotation is as follows: red 
unfavorable indicator, green favorable indicator and yellow neutral indicator. 
 

 Population - According to the U.S. Census the county population continues to decline which is a 
negative trend. In 2006, the population was 57,502 compared to 53,338 for 2016. This is a decrease of 
4,172 people or about 7.3%. While the county lost population over this period, the national population 
increased 4.7% and the state population increased 0.4%. Unfavorable Trend 
 

 Population 65 and older - The percentage of people 65 and older in the county is higher than both the 
state and nation. This trend can be an indicator of limited economic activity and job creation. 
Unfavorable Trend 
 

 School enrollment - Consistent with the overall population decline and another negative trend is 
school enrollments which have also declined. In 2006, there were 11,052 students enrolled in the nine 
school districts in the county compared to 8,570 in 2016. This is a decrease of 2,482 students or 22.5%. 
This is an average of 952 students per school district. Unfavorable Trend 
 

 Unemployment - According to the Bureau of Labor statistics, county unemployment rates have decline 
to 5.6% which is a positive trend. This is the lowest unemployment rate over the 2006 to 2016 period. 
The highest unemployment rate was in 2009 at 16.0%. The number of people employed has stabilized 
at about 23,000 in 2016. The number employed in 2016 was 26,791. Favorable Trend 
 

 Leading employers - The top 10 employers in the county are: County Government, Caro Regional 
Center, Walbro Engine Management, Tuscola Intermediate School District, Hills and Dales General 
Hospital, Caro Community Schools, Michigan Sugar Company, Caro Community Hospital, Human 
Development Commission and Millennium Steering. Neutral 
 

 Foreclosures - Another positive indicator is the number of foreclosures has continued to decline. 
Favorable Trend 
 

 Poverty - The percentage of people living in poverty is higher in the county and state than the nation. 
Unfavorable Trend 
 

 Public assistance - A negative indictor is the number and percentage of people receiving some form of 
public assistance continues to increase. Unfavorable Trend 
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 Household income - Median household income is lower in the county at $43,768 than the state at 
$49,576 and nation at $53,889. This may be reflective of the limited employment opportunities in the 
county. On the positive side per capita personal income continues to increase. Unfavorable Trend 
 

 House values - Median housing values are much lower in the county at $93,700 compared to $122,400 
for the state and $178,600 for the nation. The county median house value is only 52% of the national 
value.  Unfavorable Trend 
 

 Higher education - The percentage of people that have a bachelor’s degree in the county is only 13.9% 
compared to the state at 26.9% and the nation at 29.8%. Unfavorable Trend 
 

 Debt - County debt has increased from 2015 to 2016 but it is still low at $438 per capita. Only about 
9.3% of the total allowed county debt is being used. Favorable Trend 
 

 Assessed value - A favorable trend is the continued strong growth in county assessed value. Assessed 
value increased from $2.43 billion in 2015 to $2.56 billion in 2016. This is a 5.3% increase. Most of this 
increase is the result of wind turbine construction which are tax as personal property. Favorable Trend 
 

 Sheriff arrests and jailed offenders - The number of sheriff arrests decline from 2015 to 2016 and the 
number of jailed offenders also decrease from 2015 to 2016. Neutral 
 

 Court filings - Circuit Court new case filings have declined over the last several years but they did 
increase slightly from 2015 to 2016. In 2006, 1,626 new Circuit Court cases were filed compared to 
1,124 for 2016. District Court filings have been on a steady decline. In 2006, there were 10,842 cases 
compared to 6,806 for 2016. Probate Court new case filing have not decline as much as Circuit and 
District. They have stayed in the range of 300 to 400 new case annually. Favorable Trend 
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Current Year 2016

Taxable Percentage of

Taxpayer Value Rank Total Taxable 

Consumers Energy $      119,084,472 1 6.87%

Tuscola Bay Wind LLC 81,356,400 2 4.69%

Tuscola Bay Wind II LLC 74,576,250 3 4.30%

ITC Transmissions 60,358,180 4 3.48%

Detroit Edison Co 36,093,619 5 2.08%

Dairy Farmers of America 13,645,700 6 0.79%

POET-Biorefining - Caro 9,083,338 7 0.52%

Thumb Electric Co-Op 6,145,449 8 0.35%

Wal-Mart Stores #01-1798 3,933,750 9 0.23%

Russell Family Land Co LLC 3,321,195 10 0.19%

Totals $      407,598,353 23.50%

9 Years ago 2007

Detroit Edison Co $         23,985,045 1 1.70%

POET-Biorefining - Caro 14,503,600 2 1.03%

Dept of Natural Resources 8,915,050 3 0.63%

International Transmission 7,631,505 4 0.54%

Wal-Mat Stores #01-1798 5,621,077 5 0.40%

Consumers Power Company 5,480,752 6 0.39%

Thumb Electric Co-Op 4,232,390 7 0.30%

Millenium Industris, Inc. 2,952,800 8 0.21%

Michigan Sugar 2,605,401 9 0.18%

TI Group Automotive Systems 2,461,600 10 0.17%

Totals $         78,389,220 5.55%
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